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Construction of a 
Case Laminate Book

STEP 2: The Backer Boards

Next, (Photo A) the three backer boards are applied using glue. Notice that the board for the spine 
is spaced .50" (13.00mm) from the front and back cover boards. The space allows the cover 
stock to serve as the ‘hinge’ for the book. The gutter area becomes compressed during use. This 
is the reason we do not allow text inside the .50” (13.00mm) gutter area. 
All textual elements, logos, inset photos, and barcodes need to be centered within the ‘board’ and 
inside the Safety Area (pink dotted lines) of the Lightning Source® template.

The .625" (16.00mm) bleed is visible as it is wrapped around the boards (Photo B).

A case laminate cover consists of four elements.
 • A printed piece of paper stock (your cover design)
  • A cardboard backer for the front cover.
  • A cardboard backer for the spine.
  • A cardboard backer for the back cover cover.

Photo A Photo B

NEXTBACK

Inside 
Front 
Cover

Inside 
Back
Cover

Back 
Cover

Backer
BoardFront 

Cover
Backer

Board

Spacers
Printed Cover 
(face down)



© Copyright 2010 
Lightning Source® and the Lightning Source Logo are Registered Trade Marks

phone  615-213-5815
fax  615-213-4426

1246 Heil Quaker Blvd.
La Vergne, TN 37086

www.lightningsource.com
2/1/11

BACK

Construction of a 
Case Laminate Book

STEP 3: The Binding Process

Finally, the interior and the cover are glued together with the use of ‘end sheets’. 
The end sheets glue to the inside boards of the front and back covers.  (Photo A)

We now have a completed Case Laminate book. (Photo B)

Hopefully, this leads to a better understanding of how a Case Laminate book is 
constructed and expands your understanding of the specifi cations of the Lightning 
Source®  cover template.

A case laminate cover consists of four elements.
 • A printed piece of paper stock (your cover design)
  • A cardboard backer for the front cover.
  • A cardboard backer for the spine.
  • A cardboard backer for the back cover cover.
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